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Opening

Mark McGranaghan

Vice-President Innovation, EPRI
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Housekeeping Rules
Video and audio

• Video and audio are allowed only for Speakers or Panelists.
• Speakers will be asked to switch audio OFF when not talking.

Participants Questions
• Participants can place their questions directly through the platform or

the chat feature at the bottom right. Please direct your question or
answer to “Everyone”.

• Indicate your name and company/institution when posting your
question.

• The Moderator will select a couple of questions and ask the relevant
speakers or panelists to comment.

• Raise the hand feature will not be used.
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Welcome and Keynote Speech
The value of shared creation of knowledge to 

tackle the present and envision the evolution of 
the distribution value chain

Christian Buchel

Director for Territories, Customers and 
Europe, Enedis

Chair, E.DSO
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Keynote Speech
Vision on Energy Transition as booster for 

Sustainable Development

Antonio Cammisecra

Head, Global Infrastructure & Networks, 
Enel
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Monitoring the Change — a global platform to 
track the transition

Kristian Ruby, Secretary General, Eurelectric

Roberto Zangrandi, Secretary General, E.DSO

Mark McGranaghan, Vice-President Innovation, EPRI



#GlobalDSO21  @GlobalDso  @EDSO_eu  @eurelectric  @EPRINews  

Mark McGranaghan

Vice-President Innovation, EPRI

Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Moderator: 
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Antonio Cammisecra, Head, Global Infrastructure & Networks, Enel

Kenny Mercado, Executive Vice President, Electric Utility, CenterPoint Energy 

Maria Pope, President and CEO, Portland General Electric 

John Borchert, Senior Director Energy Policy, Central Hudson Gas & Electric

Rob Sheridan, DSO Roadmap Development, National Grid US 

Anthony Marone, President and CEO, Avangrid Networks 

John Lee, Senior Director Xcel Energy 

Maude Gauthier, Network Strategy Manager, Hydro Quebec

Rafael Lazzaretti, Distribution Commercial Director, CPFL Brazil 

Panelists: 
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Antonio Cammisecra

Head, Global Infrastructure & Networks, 
Enel

“Sustainability and Circularity”
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Kenny Mercado
Executive Vice President, Electric Utility, 

CenterPoint Energy

“Grid modernization to support continued growth, 
electrification and distributed resource integration”

“Climate change and resilience”
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Maria Pope

President and CEO, Portland General Electric

“Resilience”

“Climate Change”



Maria Pope, CEO
Portland General Electric

January 27, 2021



About PGE
O re g on’s larg e st e ne rg y p rovid e r
Ve rtically inte g rate d :
• 16 g e ne ration facilitie s,
• 30,000 mile s T&D line s 

900,000 re tail custome rs within a 
se rvice  area o f 2 million re sid e nts

75 p e rce nt o f O re g on’s comme rcial 
and  ind ustrial activity occurs in our 
se rvice  area

O ur Co m m itm e nt to  Custo m e rs
• De carb onize , Ele ctrify and  Pe rform
• Syste m re liab ility and  re silie ncy
• Afford ab ility
• Clean Ene rg y Solutions
• Healthy e mp loye r and  strong  

community p artne r



Climate Change Urgency

15 | Confid e ntial and  Prop rie tary

Custo m e rs
Exp e ctations fo r tang ib le  p rog re ss on sustainab ility and  
d e carb onization

Po lit ica l and  Co m m unity Le ad e rs
Local, state  and  fe d e ral p o licie s focuse d  on comb ating  climate  
chang e

Inve sto rs 
Environme ntal, Social, Gove rnance  (ESG) frame works and  ne t 
ze ro  carb on targ e ts 



Our Climate Goals
Go a ls:
• Re d uce  g reenhouse  g as emissions associated  with the  p ower we  se rve  customers b y 

at least 80% b e low 2010 leve ls b y 2030
• Goal of ze ro  g reenhouse  g as emissions associated  with the  p ower we  se rve  customers 

b y 2040
• Achieve  ne t ze ro  g reenhouse  g as emissions associated  with our inte rnal op e rations b y 

2040

Path  to  Ach ie ve :
• Closing  fossil p lants, exp and ing  renewab le s
• Integ rated  g rid  and  d istrib uted  ene rg y d ep loyment
• Customer inte re sts at the  cente r o f all we  d o



TRANSPORTATION
ELECTRIFICATION

EVs will d ramatically 
acce le rate  carb on 
re d uctions and  increase  
e le ctricity use  

Integrated Grid Strategy

GRID 
MODERNIZATION 

CUSTOMER PRODUCT 
DEVELOPMENT

RESILIENCY 
& ENERGY STORAGE

Goal to  ease  e ne rg y 
b urd e n, d rive  e fficie nt 
e le ctricity use  and  
sup p ort syste m ne e d s

Inve stme nts in ad vance d  
te chnolog ie s imp rove  
p e rformance  and  
cap ab ilitie s 

Storag e  sup p orts 
re silie ncy, g rid  se rvice s, 
and  re ne wab le s 
inte g ration 

17 |



Reliability & Resiliency = Peace of Mind

Re so urce  
Ad e q uacy

Syste m  
Inve stm e nts

Te chno lo g y 
Ad vance m e nts

Stra te g ic 
Pa rtne rsh ip s

• En a b le  e ve r  in c re a s in g  
re n e wa b le  g e n e ra t in g  
re s o u rc e s  wh ile  
m a in ta in in g  re lia b ility 

• Ad d re s s  a g in g  
in fra s t ru c tu re  a n d  
s m a rt  g r id  te c h n o lo g y 
o p p o rtu n it ie s  wh ile  
im p ro vin g  re s ilie n c e

• De p lo y s to ra g e , 
a d va n c e d  u t ility 
e q u ip m e n t , 
c o m m u n ic a t io n s , 
d ig ita l a n d  o th e r  
te c h n o lo g ie s  wh ile  
ke e p in g  s e rvic e  
a ffo rd a b le

• En a b le  b ro a d  
p a rtn e rs h ip s  a n d  
c o lla b o ra t io n   
e s s e n t ia l to  
m e a n in g fu l 
t ra n s fo rm a t io n
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

John Borchert
Senior Director Energy Policy, 

Central Hudson Gas & Electric

“New York Climate Leadership and Community Protection 
Act (CLCPA) – Role of the Distribution Company”

“Integration of Renewables and Distributed Resources”
“New competencies required in the workforce”



#GlobalDSO21  @GlobalDso  @EDSO_eu  @eurelectric  @EPRINews  

Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Rob Sheridan
DSO Roadmap Development, 

National Grid US

“DSO Capabilities required, DSO/ISO Coordination”

“Challenges in operating across multiple jurisdictions”
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Anthony Marone

President and CEO, Avangrid Networks

“Resilience”

“Investment Strategy”
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

John Lee

Senior Director, Xcel Energy

“Integration of Renewables and Distributed Resources”

“Flexibility Requirements for the future grid”
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Maude Gauthier
Network Strategy Manager, 

Hydro Quebec Electric

“Development of a Climate Change Adaptation Plan”
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Panel Discussion
DSOs boosting the global Energy Transition

Rafael Lazzaretti

Distribution Commercial Director, 
CPFL Brazil 

“Decarbonization Strategy in Brazil”

“Digitilization and customer engagement in the new 
context”
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Q&A and Polls
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Questions for Discussion
Please ask questions in the Chat area and feel free to provide answers/comments on other 
questions.

If question is for a specific person, indicate as @person
• How do you see the role of the customer changing in this decade and what does that mean for planning 

and operation of the distribution system?

• As digitalization and data become keys to all systems, how will that change our workforce characteristics 
and needs for training?

• Who should be responsible for the data platforms that will be required to integrate distributed resources, 
customers and communities for flexibility, energy management and resiliency?

• How can our regulatory and policy structures keep up with the pace of change, support digitalization, 
promote innovation and enable new technologies and services?

• …
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Concluding Remarks

Mark McGranaghan

Vice-President Innovation, EPRI
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Thank you for your participation!
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